Bellevue Independent School District
Electronic Communications and Data Management Systems

Student Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) 2009-2010
Bellevue Independent School District is pleased to offer technological opportunities to our students, staff and administrators.  Our goal is to promote educational excellence in Bellevue ISD by facilitating safe and effective resource sharing, innovation and communication with schools, colleges, organizations and individuals around the world through the Internet and other electronic information systems.
The smooth operation of our systems relies upon the proper conduct of all its users.  Plese read and discuss this acceptable use policy (AUP) with your child.  Sign the attached agreement together and return it to the school.  If you are interested in further information, please call the District Technology Coordinator at (940) 928-2104 x111.
Access to the District’s electronic communication system will be governed as follows:

· Students in Pre K – 5 will be granted access to the District’s system by their teachers, as appropriate using group accounts.  Students in grades 6 – 12 will be assigned individual accounts.

· Any system user identified as a security risk or as having violated District computer use guidelines may be denied access to the District’s system.

· All users will be required to sign a user agreement annually for issuance or renewal of an account.

· The individual in whose name a system account is issued will be responsible for its proper use.

· System users may not use another person’s system account.

· Students may not distribute personal information about themselves or others by means of the electronic communication system.  This includes, but not limited to, personal address or telephone number.  Students should never make appointments to meet people they meat on-line and should report to a teacher or administrator if they receive any request for such a meeting.
· They system may not be used for illegal purposes, or for any other activities prohibited by District policy or guidelines.

· System users may not disable, attempt to disable or circumvent a content filtering device on the District’s electronic communication system.  The use of proxy servers is not allowed. 

· Communications and files may not be encrypted so as to avoid security review by system administrators.

· System users may not redistribute copyrighted program or data except with the written permission of the copyright holder or designee.  Downloading online music is not allowed except when used appropriately for classroom projects.

· System users should avoid actions that are likely to increase the risk of introducing viruses to the system such as opening email messages from unknown senders and loading data from unprotected computers.

· System users may not send, post messages or access materials that are abusive, obscene, pornographic, threatening, harassing, damaging to another’s reputation or illegal.
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BISD Acceptable Use Policy (continued)

VANDALISM PROHIBITED – Any malicious attempt to harm or destroy District equipment or data or the data of another user of the district’s system or of any of the agencies or other networks that are connected to the Internet is prohibited.  Deliberate attempts to degrade or disrupt system performance are violations of District policy and administrative regulations and may constitute criminal activity under applicable state and federal laws.  Such prohibited activity includes, but not limited to, uploading or creating computer viruses and damaging computers and related equipment.
Vandalism will result in the cancellation of system use privileges and will require restitution for costs associated with system restoration, as well as other appropriate consequences.

SCHOOL OR CLASS WEB PAGES – Classes may publish and link to the District’s site Web pages that present information about the school or class activities, subject to approval from the Webmaster/District Technology Coordinator.  Teachers will be responsible for compliance with District rules in maintaining their class Web pages.  Any links from a school or class Web page to sites outside the District’s computer system must receive approval from the District Webmaster.

DISCLAIMER – The District’s system is provided on an “as is, as available” basis.  The District does not make any warranties, whether express or implied, without limitation, those of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose with respect to any services provided by the system and any information or software contained therein.  The District does not warrant that the functions or services performed by, or that the information or software contained n the system will meet the system user’s requirements, or that the system will be uninterrupted or error free, or that defects will be corrected.

Opinions, advice, services and all other information expresses by system users, information providers or other third-party individuals in the system are those of the providers and not the District.

The District will cooperate fully with local, state or federal officials in any investigation concerning or relating to misuse of the District’s electronic communication system.

Bellevue Independent School District

Student Agreement for Acceptable Use of the Electronic Communications System

You are being given access to the District’s electronic communications system.  Through this system, you will be able to communicate with other schools, colleges, organizations and people around the world through the Internet and other electronic information systems/networks.  You will have access to hundreds of databases, libraries and computer services all over the world.

With this education opportunity comes responsibility.  It is important that you read the District policy, administrative regulations and agreement form and ask questions if you need help understanding them.  Inappropriate system use will result in the loss of the privilege to use this educational tool.

Please note that the Internet is a network of many types of communication and information networks.  It is possible that you may run across areas of adult content and some material you or your parents might find objectionable.  While the District will use filtering technology to restrict access to such material, it is not possible to absolutely prevent such access.  It will be your responsibility to follow the rules f appropriate use.

Rules for appropriate use:

· You will be assigned either an individual account or a class account and you are responsible for not sharing the password for that account with others.

· The account is to be used mainly for identified educational purposes but some limited personal use is permitted.

· You will be held responsible at all times for the proper use of your account and the District may suspend or revoke your access if you violate the rules.

Consequences for inappropriate use:

· Suspension of access to the system

· Revocation of the computer system account

· Other disciplinary or legal action in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct and applicable laws
Bellevue Independent School District
Communications Agreement Form

** Please sign both sides and return **

Student

Name ____________________________________________Grade_____________

I understand that my computer use is not private and that the District will monitor my activity on the computer system.

I have read the District’s electronic communications system policy and administrative regulations and agree to abide by their provisions.  I understand that violation of these provisions may result in suspension or revocation of system access.

Student’s signature __________________________________Date________________

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Parent or Guardian
________ I do not give permission for my child to participate in the

                  District’s electronic communications system.

** OR **

I have read the District’s electronic communications system policy and administrative regulations.  In consideration for the privilege of my child using the District’s electronic communications system, and in consideration for having access to the public networks, I hereby release the District, its operators, and any institutions with which they are affiliated from any and all claims and damages of any nature arising from my child’s use of, or inability to use the system, including, without limitation, the type of damage identified in the District’s policy and administrative regulations.

________ I give permission for my child to participate in the District’s electronic communications system and certify the information contained on this form is correct.

Signature of Parent/Guardian ___________________________________Date_______

Home Address _________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ______________________________ Phone Number _______________

Release Form for the Electronic Display of

Personal Information and Original Work

I, __________________________________, give my permission for personally identifiable 

information (first name and/or picture) of my child ________________________________,

and my child’s work to be electronically displayed on the Bellevue ISD website.

Examples of personally identifiable items that might be displayed:

· Student’s school picture with first name

· Student’s class pictures or class project group pictures

· Student’s first name and /or picture in association with an award

· Student’s first name and/or picture in association with athletic participation

· Student’s first name and/or picture in association with class news

· Student’s participation in Distance Learning

Examples of work that might be displayed:

· Creative writing assignment

· Art project

Acceptance of this agreement will stay in effect for the duration of attendance by the above mentioned child at Bellevue ISD during the current school year or until a written cancellation of this agreement is received, which ever comes first.

Signature of parent/guardian___________________________________________________

Home address _____________________________

City/State/Zip ______________________________

Home phone ______________________________

Date _____________________________________

